The "creeping fat sign"-really diagnostic for Crohn's disease?
Focal or regionally prominent mesenteric fat adjacent to wall-thickened bowel loops can be readily identified by computed tomography. The so-called creeping fat of the right lower quadrant is usually considered to be an important clue for diagnosing Crohn's disease. However, when the sign is isolated, indistinct, and not set in the proper clinical context, the radiologist should consider other inflammatory conditions of the bowel and its appendages. Controlled studies are needed to confirm the diagnostic use of the "creeping fat sign" in clinical practice.